Privacy Impact Assessment

Name of Project: Presidential Electronic Records Library
Project’s Unique ID: PERL

SYSTEM APPLICATION/GENERAL INFORMATION:
1. What is the purpose of the system/application?

The Presidential Electronic Records Library (PERL) is a system that contains archival, historical
records of the Reagan, George H.W. Bush, and Clinton Presidential administrations. These
records are in NARA’s legal and physical custody as per the provisions of the Presidential
Records Act (PRA). PERL contains distinct datasets of historical records. The bulk of the
records in the system are from the Clinton Administration. The purpose of PERL is to allow
search and retrieval of these historical records for archival processing, access requests, and
reference. This assessment covers both the classified and unclassified versions of PERL.

2. What legal authority authorizes the purchase or development of this
system/application?

The Presidential records in the PERL system entered the legal and physical custody of the
Archivist of the United States under the provisions of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), 44
USC 2201-2207. The Act authorizes the normal archival work associated with processing the
records and establishes the statutory framework under which these records are accessed.

DATA in the SYSTEM

1. Describe the information (data elements and fields) available in the system in the
following categories:

N/A. The datasets in PERL are static historical, archival records.

2. Describe/identify which data elements are obtained from files, databases, individuals, or
any other sources?

N/A. Because the datasets comprising PERL are historical records, NARA does not add
information to them or input any data. The record information as created and used by the White
House came from a variety of sources throughout the given Presidential administration.

3. Is each data element required for the business purpose of the system? Explain.
The records in PERL are required for the business of NARA and the Presidential Libraries.
4. How will data be verified for accuracy, timeliness, and completeness? What steps or

procedures are taken to ensure the data is current? Name the document that outlines these
procedures (e.g., data models, etc.).



The data was verified as it was uploaded into the system. There is no issue of “currency” with
these historical records, as there is a presumption that the records are accurate and complete at
the time of transfer.

5. Is there another source for the data? Explain how that source is or is not used?

No.

ATTRIBUTES OF THE DATA

1. Will the system derive new data or create previously unavailable data about an
individual through aggregation from the information collected, and how will this be
maintained and filed?

This system does not derive data.
2. Will the new data be placed in the individual’s record?
N/A.

3. Can the system make determinations about employees/public that would not be possible
without the new data?

N/A.
4. How will the new data be verified for relevance and accuracy?
N/A.

S. If the data is being consolidated, what controls are in place to protect the data from
unauthorized access or use?

While there is no new data, the system has controls established by NARA through its IT security
requirements. Additionally, there are restrictions under the Presidential Records Act to protect
records the disclosure of which would cause a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.

6. If processes are being consolidated, are the proper controls remaining in place to protect
the data and prevent unauthorized access? Explain.

No processes are being consolidated.

7. Generally, how will the data be retrieved by the user?

Users (NARA archivists) have the ability to extract data as they perform their archival work.
Any privacy data is only retrieved from the system within the context of retrieving archival

records in order to answer access requests (either special access or FOIA requests under the
provisions of the PRA). Depending upon which component dataset of PERL is being queried,






